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him for District Attorney*' But when notified of his appointment, Marshall declined the honor.
A seat in the Virginia Legislature, was, however, quite another matter. Although his work as a legislator would interfere with his profession much more than would his duties as United States Attorney, he could be of practical service to the National Government in the General Assembly of the State where, it was plain, the first battle for Nationalism must be fought.
The Virginia Nationalists, much alarmed, urged him to make the race. The most popular man in Richmond, he was the only Nationalist who could be elected by that constituency; and, if chosen, would be the ablest supporter of the Administration in the Legislature. Although the people of Henrico County were more strongly against a powerful National Government than they had been when they sent Marshall to the Constitutional Convention the previous year, they nevertheless elected him; and in 1789 Marshall once more took his seat as a member of Virginia's law-making and law-marring body.
He was at once given his old place on the two principal standing committees;l and on special committees to bring in various bills,2 among them one con cerning descents, a difficult subject and of particular concern to Virginians at that time.3 As a member of the Committee of Privileges and Elections, he passed on a hotly contested election case.4 He was made a
1 Journal, H.D. (Oct. 20,1789), 4.    '            * Ib., 7-10.
3  76., 16.   Marshall probably drew the bill that finally passed. He carried it from the House to the Senate.  (76., 136.)
4  Ib. (Oct. 2S, 1790),-19-48. Whether or not a voter owned land was weighed in delicate scales. Even "treating" was examined.